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Clovis High School Senior is a finalist for the Christopher Reeve Award for Outstanding Community Service
Washington, D.C. - The Heart of America Foundation® is proud to announce Kylene Hashimoto, a senior at Clovis High School, in Clovis, California, is one of four finalists for the 2013-2014 The Christopher Reeve Award. The Christopher Reeve Award is presented each year by The Heart of America Foundation to an extraordinary high school student who has demonstrated tremendous compassion and caring in serving his or her community.  

“Merriam-Webster is pleased to partner with The Heart of America to sponsor their annual Christopher Reeve Award,” says President and Publisher John M. Morse. “Merriam-Webster has a long-standing commitment to students of all ages and we are pleased to recognize the exceptional service of students within their communities with an award supporting education.”

In March of 2006, a tragic house fire took the lives of three family members and displaced the surviving two adults and four children in the Clovis Farms community.  At the urging of Kylene, who was only 9 years old at the time, the Hasimoto family took the four children into their home enabling them to finish out the school year. During their months living together, the community rallied together and brought donations to the displaced family members. Kylene noticed that no one had donated pajamas, new or used. This thought would later inspire her to begin Kyndness4Kidz, a grassroots effort to collect new pajamas for children who have suddenly become displaced from their homes. 

Beginning in 2008, Kyndness4Kidz has held an annual pajama collection drive in the community that runs from November, the “thankful month,” to February, the “friendship month.” Through these drives, Kylene has collected nearly 900 pajamas which she has recruited volunteers from the Girl Scouts, the 4H club, and other after school programs, and has partnered with a local women’s domestic violence shelter and a court appointed agency to distribute the clothing. To add a personal touch to each donation, Kylene folds and wraps each pajama set and writes a note.
Kylene is passionate about serving her community.  In addition to her work with Kyndness4Kidz, Kylene has contributed more than 1,000 hours to various community service projects, the most notable include: 120 hours as an assistant coach to a youth basketball league and 100 hours to a Kyndness4Kidz backpack drive that resulted in the collection of 17 backpacks filled with school supplies.  Despite her large commitment to extracurricular activities and service, Kylene has maintained a 4.0 GPA.  She is a driven young woman, a lifelong volunteer, and a natural leader.

To learn more about Kylene Hashimoto and her service activities please visit www.kyndness4kidzproject.com
About The Heart of America Foundation®

The Heart of America Foundation®, a national nonprofit headquartered in Washington, D.C., uniquely promotes volunteer service and literacy.  The organization inspires acts of service and a love of reading by building community and providing children in need with the tools to read, succeed and make a difference.  Committed to education and volunteerism, The Heart of America Foundation® engages volunteers through putting books into the hands of children who need them the most.  Through the Books From The Heart® and READesign® programs, The Heart of America Foundation® revitalizes school libraries and reading spaces in under-resourced communities into vital and vibrant centers of learning that become the heart of a school Since 1997, The Heart of America Foundation® has provided over one million children living in poverty with over 3.5 million library and take-home books. And, the organization has engaged volunteers in more than 1,075,000 hours of service to communities nationwide. For more information, log onto www.heartofamerica.org.

About Merriam-Webster, Inc
For more than 150 years, in print and now online, Merriam-Webster has been America's leading and most-trusted provider of language information.  Each month, our Web sites offer guidance to more than 40 million visitors. In print, our publications include Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (among the best-selling books in American history) and newly published dictionaries for English-language learners.  All Merriam-Webster products and services are backed by the largest team of professional dictionary editors and writers in America, and one of the largest in the world.
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